Viewpoint of The Central Council of The Czechoslovak Hussite Church in the Czech Republic as regards the document by The Congregation  for the Teachings of Faith, named „Answers to the questions about some aspects of the Teachings About The Church“, dating on the 29th of June 2007 and  made public on the 10th of July 2007 

The Central Council of The Czechoslovak Hussite Church in the Czech Republic expressed, as well as the deputies of other ecumenical churches, an uneasiness about the content of before cited document, and also an apprehension about the next possible development of ecumenical process.

We find that this document contains a traditional interpretation of a Roman Catholic Teachings About The Church, expressed also in the documents from the Vatican Council II. – in the dogmatic constitution, Lumen gentium, and the decree about ecumenism, Unitatis redintegrario. According to this teaching, the signs of a church (counted among the cardinal ones) are the ordination of the authority bearers in the apostolic consecution and their unity with the Peter´s successor. Because of that reason, the churches arisen from the Reformation, which lack the sacrament of ordination in the apostolic consecution, are stint of the character of a church and awarded by an attribution “Church Association”. Then, according to these teachings, it means that the One Church, established by Christ and confessed in the creed, is consonant with the Rome-Catholic Church, which is given the richness of mercy and truth.


We remind that aside from this Roman-Catholic conception of a church there are other theories, from the view of God´s revelation in the Holy Bible legitimate as well. According to the Reformation concept, the God´s Church is in every place, where the God´s word is clearly heralded and the sacraments under the name of Gospel are communicated1. The Czech Reformation tradition adds to these signs the performing of the Christian discipline2.

The Czechoslovak Hussite Church defines the God´s Church in its teachings, formulated in The Essence of Faith, as the “justified sinners living in a personal fellowship with God in Christ and in the brotherhood of life3...There is only one God´s Church, but it lives only in the subdivisions of local congregations...4” Due to the peccability of mankind, historical circumstances, but also due to the fights for chastity and loyalty of God´s Church, the Church had been divided into various organised churches (or institutions)5. In our connection, the elemental statement is set forth in the question No. 18: “The organised churches are neither individually nor in complex identical with the God´s Church, but the God´s Church lives in them as a spiritual fellowship and brotherhood of a common life in Christ – in local congregations.” This knowledge determines our attitude towards the problems of ecumenism as well. We acknowledge that in all Christian denominations the God´s Church takes place, and the sacrificed and resurrected Jesus Christ is the Head of this church. The recognition of Jesus´s rule over the whole God´s Church  “leads us to a prayer and efforts for ecumenical unity of faith, hope, love, life and work of all the church organisations and Christians from all over the world.”6  

We suppose that common and humble eavesdropping to the Holy Bible, as well as mutual cognition and receiving of the variety of traditions, are the necessary conditions of ecumenical dialogue. We are prepared to continue in the ecumenical dialogue and cooperation according our potentialities, despite of all the impediments and difficulties. With 

our endeavour for the devoted following of Jesus Christ and preaching of his word, we want to conduce to the spiritual riches of the one God´s Church7, which we confess. 

We encourage also all our sisters and brothers not to slacken their efforts towards devoted following of Christ and not to let them be dissuaded by the difficulties and resistances, but to initiate, support and actively participate in ecumenical prayers, services of the Word, meetings and conversations with the sisters and brothers from other Christian churches, at all levels. Let´s mind to fulfil the will of our Lord who wants their disciples to be at one (J 17, 21) and fulfil his commandment of love. “Everyone recognise that you are my disciples, according to your love to each other” (J 13, 35). 
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